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WILLITON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR 


1952. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  &  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 
Mr .Chairman, Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


It  is  my  privilege  to  present  to  you 

my  Annual  Report  upon  the  Health  and  Sanitation  of  your  district  for  the 
year  1952 . 

The  civil  population  of  the  district  is  15,511  and  the  estimated  number 
of  inhabited  houses  4,419.  The  Rateable  Value  of  the  district  is  £68,188 
and  the  sum  of  £272  is  represented  by  a  penny  rate. 


Vital  Statistics. 


The  Registrar  General’s  Return  shows  151  live  births, of  which  75  were 
males  and  76  females.  There  were  7  stillbirths  and  no  deaths  under  1 
year.  The  birth  rate  is,  therefor  e,  11 -.24  per  thousand  and  the  mortality 
rate  for  children  under  1  year  is  nil. 

The  return  of  deaths  is  180  (88  males  and  92  f emales ), giving  a  death  rate 
of  14.06  per  thousand. 


Health  Services. 


The  steam  disinfector  at  the  Williton  &  District  Hospital  for  the  Aged 
Sick  continues  to  be  available  for  disinfection  purposes, and  the  Isolation 
Hospital  at  Taunton  for  infectious  diseases. 


Infectious  Disease. 


Notifiable  Diseases. 


Cases  Notified. 


Small  Pox. . .  ...  ... 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ... 

Dipther ia ...  ...  ... 

Enteric  Fever  . 

Measles  . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 
Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 
Dysentry  ...  ...  ... 

Malaria  ...  ...  ... 

Pneumonia...  ...  ... 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Chicken  Pox . 

Erysipelas . 

Tuberculosis (Respiratory ) 

( Non-R  espiratory ) 
Food  Poisoning  . 


Nil 
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Nil 


Hous ing. 

The  erection  of  new  houses  continues  to  receive  priority  but  in  some 
areas  the  number  of  applicants  for  houses  are  not  so  many  as  formerly. 
Houses  erected  by  the  Council  were  58,  and  by  private  ent'erpr  is  e,  12, whilst 
conversions  by  the  Council  and  private  enterprise  were  1  in  each  case. 

No  grants  were  made  under  the  Housing  Act, 1949. 

Water  Supplies. 

There  were  no  serious  shortages  of  water  in  the  rural  district  during 
the  year.  Local  shortages  were  experienced  at  Wootton  Courtney, Cutcombe  and 
Williton, and  in  other  areas  there  was  no  surplus  water  during  the  summer. 
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Results  of  bacteriological  examination  of  the  supplies  have  been  fair 
and  chemical  analysis  have  been  satisfactory. 


Results  of  water  samples  from  piped  supplies 

Satisfactory. 


(  Untreated  supplies.  94 
Bacteriological ( 

(  Chlorinated  "  18 


(  Untreated  supplies.  20 
Chemical ( 

(  Chlorinated.  5 


Unsatisfactory. 

24 

5 

Nil 


Unsatisfactory  bacteriological  reports  have  been  followed  by  an  inspection 
of  sources  and  the  removal  of  possible  contamination. 


Particulars  of  piped  Public  Supplies 


Parish, 

Dir  ec  t 

to  Houses. 

From  Standpipes. 

Houses . 

Estimated 

population. 

Houses . 

Estimated 

population. 

Bicknoller . 

54 

176 

"  .  '  -  - 

Brompton  Ralph 

- 

- 

- 

Carhampton. 

159 

519 

C latworthy . 

- 

- 

" 

— 

Crow combe . 

70 

228 

4 

13 

Cut combe . 

79 

257 

_ 

Duns ter . 

257 

770 

— 

East  Quantoxhead. 

40 

130 

- 

— 

Elwor thy . 

- 

- 

— 

Holf ord , 

86 

279 

i 

_ 

Kilve . 

69 

225 

i 

Luc combe . 

30 

98 

Luxborough. 

- 

- 

— 

Minehead  Without. 

18 

59 

— 

Monks  ilver . 

23 

77 

— 

Nettlecombe, 

- 

- 

Oar  e . 

- 

— 

- 

Old  Cleeve. 

349 

1135 

i  “ 

Por lock. 

430 

1397 

mm 

Sampf ord  Brett. 

71 

230 

i 

Selworthy . 

161 

523 

! 

~ 

Stogumber . 

120 

390 

;  i* 

47 

Stogursey . 

275 

894 

Stringston. 

46 

149 

» 

Timbers combe. 

113 

367 

— 

Tr eborough . 

- 

- 

. 

West  Quantoxhead. 

65 

212 

Williton. 

439 

1636 

— 

Withy combe . 

75 

245 

; 

Wootton  Courtney. 

68 

221 

- 

— 

3077 

10217 

18 

60 

Drainage  &  Sewage  Disposal. 


Sewerage  extensions  and  improvements  carried  out  during  the  year  have 
been  to  new  housing  sites  only.  At  Carhampton,a  connection  to  the  existing 
sewer  has  been  mode  for  42  houses  and  at  Stogumber,a  sewage  works  for  20 
houses  was  constructed. 

Immediate  proposals  are  the  extension  at  Williton  and  connection  of  the 
present  works  to  the  R^A.F., sewer  at  Doniford. 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30279306 


Refuse  Collection  &  Disposal, 


Refuse  continues  to  be  collected,  by  British  Road  Services , under  contract 
and  disposal  is  at  the  four  controlled  tips  at  Bossington,Dunster ,Woolston 
and  Strings  ton. 


Food  Supplies. 

Meat  supplies  for  the  district  are  distributed  from  the  central 
slaughterhouse  at  Minehead, 

By  the  end  of  the  year, the  whole  of  the  Ice-cream  sold  in  the  district 
was  manufactured  outside  the  district.  Samples  taken  during  the  year 
amounted  to  4  only, all  of  which  were  satisfactory. 

There  are  only  2  retailers  of  milk  who  are  not  also  producers  in  the 
district, and  of  13  samples  taken, 11  were  satisfactory. 

Camping . 

There  has  been  no  material  change  in  the  camping  situation  during  the 
year  and  no  satisfactory  solution  has  been  found  to  the  shortage  of  suit¬ 
able  sites  in  the  Western  part  of  the  district. 

Gipsies  continue  to  come  and  go  at  Wooiston  Moor  and  at  times , condition, 
are  not  as  clean  and  tidy  as  desirable. 

Rodent  Control. 

The  same  arrangement  as  previously  has  been  maintained  throughout  the 
year, with  the  Operative  working  alternate  fortnights  with  the  Bridgwater 

R.D.C. 

The  following  inspections  and  treatments  have  been  carried  out:- 


Type  of  Property. 

Inspected . 

Treated . 

Domestic . 

624 

497 

Agricultural . 

32 

9 

Business . 

30 

J 

12 

Total 

686 

518 

Factories  Act. 

There  has  been  no  material  change  in  the  number  or  size  of  the  factor! 
in  the  district  and  very  few  complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 

Summary  of  Inspections  made  by  the  Council's 

Public  Health  Department. 


Hous ing  Acts. 

Rous es  inspected .  104 

for  Individual  Defects .  9 

M  n  ”  Overcrowding .  8 

Miscellaneous  inspections .  5 

Informal  Notices  served .  8 

Statutory  "  "  6 

Public  Health  Acts. 

Inspections  of  Drainage  &  Sewerage .  60 

"  "  Water  Supplies . 54 

"  Refuse  Disposal . 102 

M  "  Camping  Sites . 100 

Sanitary  Fittings .  9 

Nuisances .  30 

"  "  Public  Conveniences . 7 

Miscellaneous  inspections .  12 

Informal  Notices  served .  10 

Statutory  "  11  . . . .  . . .  4 

Disinfections .  16 

Disinfestations . 6 


, 
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Food  8c  Drugs  Act. 

Inspections  of  Food  &  Catering  Premises . 

"  "  Slaughterhouses . 

n  M  Carcases . 

11  Knackers  Yards . ,  . 

Informal  Notices  Served . 

Number  of  Water  Samples  taken  (Bacteriological 

"  "  "  *  "  (Chemical) . 

Ice-cream  Samples  taken . 

"  M  Milk  Samples  taken . . . 

Food  Condemned . 

Fresh  &  Preserved  Meat . 

Tinned  Meat . * . 

Meat  Products . . . 

Fruit  &  Vegetables . 

Fish . . . 

Soup . . . 

Milk . . . 

Chees  e . ........ . . . 


25 

5 

O 

C 

2 

5 

145 

25 

4 


.  13 

Lbs.  Ozs. 
179  8 

173 

2  8 


115  tins. 
2  " 

1  " 

6  " 

2  boxes 


Factories  Act. 

Inspec  tions . . . . . . .  13 

Number  of  Defects  found. . . .  1 

M  "  "  remedied . . .  1 


Complaints . 

Number  of  Complaints  received .  141 

M  "  "  investigated.,.. .  141 

Public  Health  Administration. 

The  Public  Health  Staff  consists  of  Mr .R .B. Perrett, Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector , and  Mr .A. F.M. Howard, Additional  Sanitary  Inspector , both  of  whom 
hold  the  Sanitary  Insoector’s  Certificates  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 
The  Clerk  to  the  Department  is  Mr .R . J .Ashman. 

I  am, Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 
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